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DESIGN HQ Interior decorator Cormac
Lynch creates an island within the
madding crowd of Mumbai for the Piramal
Agastya office.
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THE NEW DOON Anagram Architects
designed teachers’ residences for the
iconic Doon School.

GRILLING IT The Japanese concept of
omenotashi translates into the new design
for Lexus India's flagship LS 500h sedan.

ART BASEL HONG KONG One of the
biggest art events in Asia sees the
participation of nine Indian galleries.

THE SOUK Rooshad Shroff borrows from
the ancient city of Jodhpur and its rich
past for the new Good Earth boutique.

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE Gucci's
Alessandro Michele establishes a landmark
within a landmark in the heart of Florence.

INDIA REVIVAL Fashion designer
Sabyasachi Mukherjee and Nilaya by Asian
Paints resurrect myths and legends for a
range of wallpapers.

MONUMENTAL A London exhibition
brings out the architectural leanings in
the oeuvre of impressionist Claude Monet.

WHEN IN MILAN Eleanore Cavalli
guides Salone del Mobile visitors
through Milan, while event regulars
Rodolfo Dordoni and Minotti brothers
complete 20 years of collaboration.

CLUB TROPICANA A new monograph
details the life and times of Brazilian
architect Isay Weinfeld.
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DESIGN HQ
Irish designer Cormac Lynch’s ergonomzc senstbilities

lend a sense of privacy and fommzmtt)y 1o enbp/(pw;
at the Piramal Agastya office in Mum

WRITER TORA AGARWALA + PHOTOGRAPHER ASHISH SAHI

or the Piramals—the kingpins of pharmaceurticals in Indi: 1—their love
l:hn art is pulnpxunl\ surpassed by their biophilia. And testimony to

that is their expansive office mmpln\ in Mumbai’s congested Kurla
neighbourhood. The Piramal Agastya Corporate Park is an island not far, but,
in fact, within the madding crowd—stood in the middle of a 50,000-square-
foor, landscaped sea of green. “Perhaps the only office space in Mumbai to do
s0,” says Cormac Lynch, advisor and interior architect for the Piramal Group.
T'o a decor sense that affirms the Piramals’ affinity to art and love for nature,
Lynch added his own aesthetic—in collaboration with Mumbai design firm
Space Matrix—to create an office where pride of place is reserved not for the
employer but for the employee. Filled with art (a collection of museum-
worthy, life-size pieces put together by the Piramals and Ashvin Rajagopalan,
director of the Piramal Art Foundation), the office inspires healthy amounts
of social interaction. And while interaction is key in a workspace, privacy is
t00. Throne-like soundproof chairs, can be found at various spots—their
concave headrests designed specially to take calls, cutting out the din of office
chatter. The break-out areas have cosy seating arrangements, nestled on
playful rugs; lobbies are lined with portraits of the employees; conference
rooms come with sheer curtains. “Almost makes it seem...residential,” says
Lynch. Almost like home—what more can one ask of a workspace? 4
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CORMAC LYNCH Mumba
l’|1i]r)s(»l1|1}': Advisor and
interior architect for the Piramal
Group, Lynch absorbs inspiration
from all quarters—whether an
[8th-century vernacular thatched
cortage from Ireland, his narive
country; a typeface he noticed on
the cover of National Geographi
or the carly-1980s postmodernist
era. 2017 in Work: Interiors, in
llaboration with HBA London
for the Piramal Aranya Pavilion
in Byculla; the i\‘l.x\m| Piramal
Enterprises office at Agastya
Corporate Park, with design firm
\i"““ Marrix; and the Piramal
Revanta towers, all in Mumbai
Coming Up: An Indian garden
lesigner Sarah

with la
Eberle and Dr Swati Piramal for
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show
d KL\‘,&!~ HH.” "l“]\k‘ m \l‘H[[V
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Mumbai with Dubai-based design

studio, One of a Kind

VAISHALI KAMDAR
ASSOCIATES

Philosophy: "Designing
for me is intuitive. Our
vision is to always create
timeless spaces that ar
elesant and warm but

never fussy—spaces that

are inviting, interesting,
eclectic and refined
Current Projects:

A 21.000 square-toot
residence, and an
apartment building,
both in New Delhi

a 10,000 square foor
showroom for FCMI
Pune. Signature: A
contemporary sensibility
unusual art, interesting

ACCCSSOrics ‘!Ihl vineage

accent furniture

STUDIO ORGANON New Delf

SAURABH DAKSHINI

Philosophy: “Context before everything else” is what
Dakshini (pictured abore) believes, because every project
has its own parameters. Project in Focus: WD House
(pictured below), a fine dining restaurant in New Delhi
is housed within a nondescripr archerypal bureaucratic
building. The luxury here reveals itself through craft
material and experience—redehining the idea of what
makes a luxurious ambience. Current Projects: A resort
in Rishikesh: residences in New Delhi and Gurugram
Approach: “We work a lot with prototypes. We make
mock-ups to understand the proportions, to see if a
particular material works Influences: Kengo Kuma
Enric Miralles, Paulo Mendes da Rocha. In the Indian
context, AP Kanvinde and Joseph Allen Stein
t///./l///'l'\’.illulrHI‘/\‘
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